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Older research on the premodern world limited its focus on the Church, the
court, and, more recently, on urban space. The present volume invites readers
to consider the meaning of rural space, both in light of ecocritical readings
and social-historical approaches. While previous scholars examined the figure
of the peasant in the premodern world, the current volume combines a large
number of specialized studies that investigate how the natural environment
and the appearance of members of the rural population interacted with the
world of the court and of the city. The experience in rural space was impor-
tant already for writers and artists in the premodern era, as the large variety
of scholarly approaches indicates. The present volume signals how much the
surprisingly close interaction between members of the aristocratic and of the
peasant class determined many literary and art-historical works. In a surpri-
singly large number of cases we can even discover elements of utopia hidden
in rural space. We also observe how much the rural world was a significant
element already in early-medieval mentality. Moreover, as many authors
point out, the impact of natural forces on premodern society was tremendous,
if not catastrophic.

Albrecht Classen, University of Arizona, USA.

DE GRUYTER

Genthiner StraBe 13 - 10785 Berlin, Germany
T +49 (0)30.260 05-0 - F +49 (0)30.260 05-251
www.degruyter.com - info@degruyter.com

DE GRUYTER

Albrecht Classen (Ed.)
RURAL SPACE

IN THE MIDDLE
AGES AND EARLY
MODERN AGE

THE SPACIAL TURN IN PREMODERN STUDIES

FUNDAMENTALS OF MEDIEVAL
/AND EARLY MODERN CULTURE

Fundamentals of Medieval and Early
Modern Culture 9

930 pp., 45 fig.

Hc.
RRP € 129.95/*US$ 182.00
ISBN 978-3-11-028536-9

eBook
RRP € 129.95/*US$ 182.00
ISBN 978-3-11-028542-0

Print + eBook
RRP € 199.95/*US$ 280.00
ISBN 978-3-11-028543-7

Date of publication May 2012
Language English

Subjects

German Literature »Middle Ages (from the
Beginning - 1500)

British and American Literature»From the
Beginning - 1700

Romance Studies»From the Beginning to
Present Time

Readership
Academics (Medieval Studies), Institutes,
Libraries

*For orders placed in North America. Prices are subject to change.
Prices do not include postage and handling.
06/12






