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To expand our understanding of
medieval literature in its wider
context, there is a desperate need for
more translations, since not every
text in the Middle Ages was written
in Latin, English, or French. Rudolf
von Ems’s Der guote Gérhart (ca.
1220) represents a major
contribution to thirteenth-century
German romance literature. The
present English translation will
allow those without knowledge of
Middle High German to read and
enjoy this significant composition
and gain remarkable insights into a
literary discourse that was to
transform the late medieval canon.
Rudolf’s work deserves particular
attention because it includes
remarkable examples of medieval
multilingualism, tolerance, and

multiculturality. The poet developed
new aesthetic and ethical values,
and presented an innovative
relationship between a humble yet
intelligent and compassionate
individual and God by introducing,
as his protagonist, a Cologne
merchant, who supersedes even the
Emperor Otto in his religious

devotion, humbleness, and goodness.

Dr Albrecht Classen is University
Distinguished Professor of German
Studies at the University of
Arizona, USA, where he has
researched and taught medieval
and early modern German and
European literature for nearly
thirty years. He is the editor of the
journals Mediaevistik and
Humanities Open Access.
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Cambridge Scholars Publishing is an academic publishing
house committed to providing a forward-thinking service
that champions original thinking and puts our authors at
the heart of everything we do.

Founded by former lecturers and researchers from the
University of Cambridge, we publish research monographs,
edited volumes, conference proceedings, and select PhD
proceedings, with a particular focus on The Arts,
Humanities and Social Sciences. With a strong reputation
for author satisfaction, we understand the importance of
making the publishing process a rewarding experience,
with no cost to the author/editor, complimentary copies, a
substantial author discount, free access to our eBook titles,
and a generous royalty scheme. Our publications are
marketed worldwide and sold through international
booksellers and distributors including Amazon, Blackwell,
Baker & Taylor, YBP and Ingram, and are widely purchased

by academic libraries. In addition, we have distribution
partnerships in key geographical territories such as the
USA, China, India and the Middle East.

Our international Editorial Advisory Board is chaired by
Professor Emeritus David Weir and consists of
established scholars and leading-edge thinkers, who
play a key role in helping us to steer our commissioning
focus. Professor Weir explains: “Cambridge Scholars is a
publishing house with a difference: I have experienced
first-hand the strong scholarly values coupled with a level
of efficiency, which sets it apart from the rest. The team
produces topical books that cut through all the
complexities of contemporary publishing, with a genuine
focus on a superior author experience.”

‘We would love to hear from you, so please feel free to get in
touch for further information: info@cambridgescholars.com





